
Here are some questions you can ask to help your student. 
 
Getting Started 
• What do you need to find out? 
• What do you need to know? 
• How can you get the information? 
• Where can you begin? 
• What terms do you understand or not understand? 
• Have you solved similar problems that would help? 
 
While Working 
• How can you organize the information? 
• Can you make a drawing (model) to explain your thinking? 
• Are there other possibilities? 
• What would happen if…? 
• Can you describe an approach (strategy) you can use to solve this? 
• What do you need to do next? 
• Do you see any patterns or relationships that will help solve this? 
• How does this relate to…? 
• Can you make a prediction? 
• What did you…? 
• What assumptions are you making? 
 
Reflecting about the Situation/Problem 
• How do you know your solution (conclusion) is reasonable? 
• How did you arrive at your answer? 
• How can you convince me your answer makes sense? 
• What did you try that did not work? 
• Has the question been answered? 
• Can the explanation be made clearer? 
 
Clarify and Extending Thinking 
• Tell me more. 
• Can you explain it in a different way? 
• Is there another possibility or strategy that would work? 
• Help me understand this part… 


